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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The uses of 
Trademarks/Tradenames have been noted throughout this application. The specific 
name/mark should be in ALL CAPS, followed by either a trademark or copyright symbol and 
be accompanied by the generic terminology. Although the use of Trademarks/Tradenames is 
permissible in patent applications, the proprietary nature of the marks/names should be 
respected and every effort made to prevent their use in any manner, which might adversely 
affect their validity as a trademark or tradename. To describe physical or other properties of 
material by mere use of trademark is objectionable since it has tendency to make trademark 
descriptive of product rather than leaving trademark to serve its traditional purpose, which is 
to identify products source of origin. (See Page 6, line 1 TSUNAMI™). Please check the entire 
specification and properly correct and all trademarks. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The listing of references in the Search Report is not considered to be an information 
disclosure statement (IDS) complying with 37 CFR 1.98. 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2) requires a legible 
copy of: (1) each foreign patent; (2) each publication or that portion which caused it to be 
listed; (3) for each cited pending U.S. application, the application specification including 
claims, and any drawing of the application, or that portion of the application which caused it 
to be listed including any claims directed to that portion, unless the cited pending U.S. 
application is stored in the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system; and (4) all other information, or 
that portion which caused it to be listed. In addition, each IDS must include a list of all 
patents, publications, applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the 
Office (see 37 CFR 1.98(a)(1) and (b)), and MPEP § 609.04(a), subsection I. states, "the list ... 
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must be submitted on a separate paper." Therefore, the references cited in the Search 
Report have not been considered. Applicant is advised that the date of submission of any 
item of information or any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of 
determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the IDS, including 
all "statement" requirements of 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). In a nutshell a copy of 
the cited references have not provided, either in Japanese or English, nor is they're even an 
abstract to rely upon. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 
6183842 in view of JP 62-198455 A (as cited in the search report). 

5. USPN 6183842 issued to Shimizu et al discloses making a decorative laminate 
comprising a substrate layer composed of a polyester type resin layer and a transfer foil 
laminated to it (abstract, column 4, line 31 -column 5 line 5). The resin layer is may be 
embossed to created concavities to which the foil may be transferred upon (column4, line 
63). Shimizu et al does not suggest scaring the resin layer. 

As cited in the search report, which at this point the Examiner must believe, is true, 
since the Examiner cannot obtain the cited reference, nor has Applicant provided the same. 
However, the cited search report states that in Document 4 (JP 62-198455 under the heading 
"Effects of the Invention" that scraping is a well know technique and utilized by those skilled 
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in the art. Thus, a skilled artisan would have found it obvious to manipulate the surface of 
Shimizu et al, instead of embossing. One would have been motivated to scrape by hand 
instead of utilizing a machine embossing treatment motivated by the desire to reduce 
economical costs in manufacturing said composite. 

It should be noted the Merriam Webster's Dictionary defines scrape as 

1 a : to remove from a surface by usually repeated strokes of an edged instrument b : to 
make (a surface) smooth or clean with strokes of an edged instrument or an abrasive 

2 a : to grate harshly over or against b : to damage or injure the surface of by contact with a 
rough surface c : to draw roughly or noisily over a surface. Both of these definitions read on 
embossing of a surface. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ms. Arti Singh whose telephone number is 571-272-1483. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-T 9-5: 30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 571-272-1478. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct;uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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